
Jaen Approximation Project

The Jaen Approximation Project aims to contribute to the development in approximation theory
by encouraging the exchange of ideas through the interaction among researchers in the area, becoming
Jaén a meeting-point in approximation theory. The Jaen Approximation Project seeks quality and
wishes that the participants feel part of the project.

Jaen Journal on Approximation

The Jaen Journal on Approximation is part of the Jaen Approximation Project. The Jaen Approx-
imation Project would like to express its gratitude to so many outstanding researchers that contribute
as editors, authors and referees in the Jaen Journal on Approximation.

Also it would like to express its gratitude to all the different people, enterprises and institutions
that have supported the project, specially the Diputación Provincial de Jaén and the Obra Social de
Unicaja. Thanks to them, in the first years we have focused on making the journal better known,
sending thousands of copies to researchers all over the world in what may be an unprecedented effort.

Thanks to researchers and supporters the Jaen Journal on Approximation is now well known and
it is able to invite to contribute to all researchers on approximation theory and its applications in
their broadest sense.

In the next years, we will need the help of universities and research centers. We think that if many
institutions subscribe, we will be able to offer a quality journal at a reduced price, and be able to
support the researchers (editors, authors and referees), the true creators of any publications.

We think that authors should get fast and good quality reports on their work which really help
to improve, and where applicable, see it published quickly. If we have the help of institutions, we can
focus on supporting authors and referees as a means of increasing the quality of the published articles
and as fair recognition of their work.
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Other activities

In addition to the journal, an international meeting, known for short as Ubeda Meeting, was
organized annually since 2000 till 2009. The participation in the Ubeda Meeting was by invitation
and limited to 30/40 people, making it as fruitful as possible. During 4/5 days, participants could
attend around 30 lectures, exchange ideas, taste different and nice foods, visit singular places as
Castles, renaissance Palaces and World Heritage Sites, enjoy Flamenco shows, etc. Discussions during
meals, walks, and visits provided opportunities to exchange ideas.

After ten editions of the Ubeda Meeting, a new activity was launched: The Jaen Conference on
Approximation, Computer Aided geometric Design, Numerical Methods and Applications. There the
participation is not only by invitation, more on the contrary all researchers in approximation theory
in its broadest sense are welcome. Three editions of this conference have already been organized, in
2010, 2011 and 2012.

If the project continues with the collaboration of researchers, subscribers, sponsors and institutions,
then it will try to propel new activities.



Special issue dedicated to Paul Sablonnière

In the period June 19-21, 2013, an International Conference on New Trends in Splines and Approx-
imation Theory (SAT 2013) will be organized in Rennes (France) in honour of Paul Sablonnière on the
occasion of his retirement and his 65 birthday. More information in: http://sat2013.sciencesconf.org/

With this occasion, the Jaen Journal on Approximation will publish in 2014 a special issue dedi-
cated to Professor Paul Sablonnière. Participants in the Conference are encouraged to submit their
full length papers to the Jaen Journal on Approximation.

If a researcher cannot the Conference in Rennes, it will still be possible to submit a journal
quality paper to the issue dedicated to Paul Sablonnière, provided it fits in the themes: Spline and
Approximation Theory.

The deadline for submitting a paper is October 15th, 2013. (jja@ujaen.es)
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Jaén meeting point in Approximation

Travellers arriving at Úbeda, who most often have heard of it from the expression “going by the hills of Úbeda” (beating about the bush), are surprised, amazed, interested and thrilled, and fi nd it quite unlike any preconceived idea they might have of an Andalusian city. Úbeda is a unique city with a marked architectural quality; it is the product of a long historical process which has given it its character, and the heir to a historic and artistic site of more than 90 hectares which describes a complex reality, not just in its size but in its quality.
Islamic in its origins, the city would acquire all the features typical of Islamic town planning: a city wall, gates, a medina, winding streets, few open spaces, defi ned neighbourhoods… In the words of Chueca Goitia, “a private, hermetic and sacred nature which gives this type of city another note which we could express with the word secret...” 

Might the product of this “secret” be the adjective “demure” used by Eugenio D’ors? What is certain is that as late as the 19th century, the city, in the words of Madoz, still had a Moorish appearance: “...The whole town is in the Arab manner. Its structure, its winding streets, the order of its buildings and the narrowness and irregularity of the places, showing elegance and comfort wherever it can...”
Of Muslim Úbeda, which must have been confi gured around a strongly walled centre, consisting of a medina (with its grand mosque and a covered market) and a series of neighbourhoods, some parts of the walls and gates are still extant, as well as an 

JAÉN
THE CAPITAL OF AN INLAND PARADISE

I
s fortifi ed since time Arabs controlled the city and coming to merge the walls around the 

street circuit.

Trace its original Arabic was enlarged and altered after the conquest by Fernando III. 

Centuries later, in 1808, would be remodeled to house a military garrison in the square.

Although badly damaged in the original design, still retains what was the “New Castle” where 

we see the great keep, the chapel of Santa Catalina and some wells and corbels, he has installed 

in the Interpretation Centre Santa Catalina.

A short distance and at the top of the hill, stands a monumental cross, which echoes that in that 

place to place Ferdinand III ordered to enter the city in spring 1246. At the foot of the cross, engraved in 

the rock, is the ‘Sonnet to the Cross “of the poet Almendros Aguilar. From the base of the 

CASTILLO DE 
SANTA CATALINA


